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FROM THE EDITOR 
A TO Z INDIA magazine 


covers the Indian through 
his art, culture, lifestyle, 
religion, etc. This 
magazine gives an 
insight into the life of 
Indians from an angle 
uncovered by _ others. 
Turn to find out what it 
is about and to immerse 
yourself into an entirely 





O 4 different culture. 

FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK: WHY NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS MATTER MORE Publication Team: 
TODAY THAN YESTERYEAR EDITOR: Indira Srivatsa 
Have a list of ‘Wishes for yourself, and turn them into action. Piles of ASSOCIATE EDITOR: 
research show that just dreaming about what you’d like to do, including Dwarak, Srivatsa 


making resolutions and setting goals, actually reduces the odds that you'll EDITORIAL 
achieve them. When done correctly, setting goals and making resolutions can CONSULTANTS: Santha, 


shape our behauior for the better. 






THE STORY @F A FAMINE THAT 
KILLED TEN@MILLION INDIANS, 
AND BRITAIN’S GRIP ON THE 
yNEW WORLD 

The story of how India helped 
shape America's destiny. A 
story that started with tea and 


ended with Huder Ali. A TO Z INDIA: Editorial Address 
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From the Editor's Desk: 
Why New Year’s Resolutions 
Matter More Today than Yesteryear 











‘Goodbye, 2021!', holiday cards announce. What a year! we 
exclaim to each other. We can’t wait for 2021 to be over. But as 


we settle into a hard winter, | can’t help wondering: Will 2022 . 
really be any better? With fresh breeze and a new vear coming, mani are eootmenc 


But we are not at the end. We are in what | famously call the “messy middle,” where 
everuthing ts hardest. 

















When everything went sideways this year, we were collectively freaked out - and also 
energized. We bravely adjusted to massive changes in the way we work, educate our 
children, shop, and socialize. But in the midst of crisis, we’re seeing just how little 
support our society offers to working parents, the unemployed, and many others who 
Ve -mi MCU CeCelRNale mmm Malem CHUN aCeumarele)ol-lermeelinamelimol(emasteralel-emelatemaal-mo)(ele(-amnat-mealelare (amma al = 
aXe) R-AK A01) OLK-XOMUU elem KO Mel MUlopm KOM MU aa Molelm@melan-laldteyamuomye)ial-imaltaremyaltaleme) mre(aita (ol eice 
to seek short-lived hits of pleasure tn lieu of long-term meaning. 










= Research shows that setting specific, difficult goals consistently leads to higher /41(€ 
performance (if that’s what you’re after). Where in your life would you like to step 
| #hings up? Perhaps you'd like set up a gratitude practice, or maybe you'd like to spend 

less time on social media. Where can you do better despite the odds (and everything 
else)? The goal is not to add more pressure to an already difficult time, but to identify 
goals that could help you feel better and have more energy at the end of the dau. 















Have a list of wishes for yourself, and turn them into action. Piles of research show 
Malelam[UCimmeleXelraltaremmelolelVummllacei merely We Mal <-Mmcomme(ommmlaraRoCellavemmarvelcllatemmaccye)ibudte)armmelare. 
setting goals, actually reduces the odds that you'll achieve them. We also have to make 
specific plans, map out potential obstacles, and find ways to make the process 
enjoyable. When done correctly, setting goals and making resolutions can shape our 
behavior for the better. Our habits can make us feel happier, healthier and more 
connected to those around us. These are worthy goals tn any year, whether we are ina 


difficult situation or not. <2) ee Aer 
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The tomb that exhibits a blend of Hindu & Islamic influences: 












































Quwwat ul-Islam Mosque, 1190s, Delhi, India 
/ 


A 


Quwwat-ul-Islam was sponsored by Qutb-ud-din Aibak, founder of the 
Mamluk dynasty. Born a slave in Turkey, Qutb rose to prominence as a 
general during Muhammed Ghari's tnuasion of India in the 1180s. After 
Muhammed's assassination in 1206, Qutb seized the throne and crowned 
himself Sultan of the Mamluk dynasty, often disparagingly called the 
"Slave Dynasty" after Qutb's origins. Although the dynasty lasted for only 
a few centuries, Muslim rule in India endured up to the British occuption 
in 1858. 





Qutb was a fanatical Muslim. When his garrison occupied Delhi under the 
command of Muhammed Ghari in 1192, he ordered the destruction of twenty-seven Hindu and Jain temples 
to furnish building materials for the construction of Delhi's first mosque. Quwwat-ul-Islam, the "Glory of 
Islam," was hastily erected by the young Amir, who conscripted an army of local craftsmen, presumably 
Hindus, to assemble the structure. The Hindu stonemasons repurposed columns from the destroyed temples, 
but adapting them to use in a mosque proved problematic given Islam's injunction against the use of images 
in temples. The masons were forced to plaster over the highly sculpted Hindu columns and presumably 
cover them with geometric designs. However, after centuries of neglect the plaster has fallen awau, 
revealing the original Hindu carvings. 








The Quwwat-ul-Islam is best Rnown for tts tower of victory, celebrating 
the Muslim conquest of India. It is built of red sandstone, gray quartz, and 
white marble, but is probably inspired by the iron "Pillar of the Law" that 
stands on the site. Built in the Mauryan dynasty tn the 6th century, tt ts 
the only piece of the temple that stands tn its original location. Qutb built 
around it when he constructed the mosque. Although made of iron, tt has 
resisted rust for over 1,500 years, evidence of the Mauryan's superb 
metallurgical skills. Expansion of the mosque continued after the death of 
Qutb. His son-in-law Altamash (or Illtutmish) extended the original 
prayer hall screen by three more arches (image 8). By the time of | 
Altamash the Mamluk empire had stablized enough that the Sultan could ee 
replace most of his conscripted Hindu masons with Islamic ones. This 

explains why the arches added under Altamash are stulistically more 

Islamic than the ones erected under Qutb's rule. 





: : Just to the west of the expanded mosque, Altamash built his own tomb, the first to be erected for the Delhi in 
= Sultanate. Despite the-presence of Muslim craftsman, the tomb is mostly Hindu in design tf not in execution. 

«: Much ofthe superstructure and most of the walls are built of pillaged building material. Altamash's body 

was laid to rest in a subterranean chamber beneath the tomb. 





The decline of Quwwat-ul-Islam began during the rule of Ala-ud-din (1296-1316), Rnown to the West as 
"Alladin". Ala-ud-din at first seemed inclined to patronize the mosque, even adding an enormous new 
courtyard wall and erecting the base of a huge new minar (tower). However, Ala-ud-dins dreams were so 
grand that he decided to abandon the Lal Kot (Delhi) capital and move to nearby Siri, whereupon Quwwat- 
* ul-Islam lost its pre-eminence. 
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GIVE YOUR KITCHEN 
A CLASSY LOOK 
& A MODERN FINISH 


= 4 Basic accessories included. = With ‘High Quality Plywood’ 
as the primary material. 


" Give your kitchena flawless = Upto 120" x 24" dimension 
Matt / Glossy Laminate. (maximum) 


aa PRICE: INR 29,500/- 


Contact Us: Sabari Woods & Plywoods @ wrew.tulipplywood.com | EB facebook. commuliplyofficial 


Karur, TamilNadu, @ info@tulipplywood.com Instagram. corm tulip hwood 
PH: 99444 57535, 96557 59373 
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The Cash Cow which revolutionized the American Revolution: 


—™ 
The story of a famine that killed ten million Indians, and Britain's grip on the New World 





If the stories of Britain's affluence and American independence were boiled down to one single commodity, tt 
has to be the humble ubiquitous tea. Although all of it first came from China, India is where the money to 
buy it came from. Sometime in the 18th century, this cash cow came down with a famine that killed two 
things — ten million Indians, and Britain's grip on the New World. This story explores how, and much more. 


Europe stepped into the seventeenth century with an abundance of commercial activities. A vast new world 
was just opening up for unbridled trade and exploitation. Many were about to get very rich. Europe looked 
to the East. Britain looked to the West. There were opportunities everywhere. Contrary to popular notion, 
Britain didn't enjoy a head start on the colonization game. The Dutch were already in on tt, as were the 
Portuguese, the French, and the Spaniards. But now tt was determined to catch up. Queen Elizabeth | granted 
a charter to a group of merchants keen on colonizing the East, more specifically, China and India. What 

‘ resulted was a monopoly on all British trade tn India and East Asia for a company called the London East 
India Company. This proved wildly successful. 


In time, another group of merchants decided to hop on the grauy train and received a charter as the English 
East India Company. British coffers started bursting at the seams. By the 1700s, the two companies had 
merged into one as the ‘United Company of Merchants Trading to the East Indies,’ later renamed the East 
India Company. Around the same time as the London East India Company, other charters were also given 
out. These were to companies looking westward. Two of these were the Plymouth Company and the London 
Company. They were to explore, colonize, and exploit for trade, a whole new world across the Atlantic — 
America. As we can see, imperialism was a non-government affair those daus, left to private businesses with 
- reasonable autonomu. 





Soon after receiving their respective charters, the two companies in business with America decided to join 
hands as the Virginia Company. This is how the American state of Virginia got its name. Back in the day, it 
was the Colony and Dominion of Virginia. This was the first British territory in the New World. It's here that 
the first town, a trading outpost, was established. They named it Jamestown, after King James I, the man 
who granted them their charter. Now, while the Virginia Company got busy colonizing, the East India 
Company stayed focused on commerce. Their most significant trade was this strange new herb that had been 
a staple in the Chinese beverage culture since at east 700 AD. They called it tea. 


Even then, tea wasn't confined to China. The Arabs and the Russians had been importing it since antiquity 

~ thanks to the Silk Route. Even the Dutch were familiar with the beverage and had a steady trading 
relationship with China through an outpost in Jakarta, then Batauia. But Britain was still new to this. People 
drank coffee there; nobody Rnew anything about tea. 


That changed in 1662 when King Charles II got himself a new Portuguese bride, Catherine of Braganza. Just 


like the Dutch, the Portuguese were also familiar with tea and traded extensively in tt. Catherine brought 
with her a precious dowry, the island of Bombay. And she introduced Charles and England to tea. Shortly 


» after that, tea was being actively traded for the British aristocracy. 
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The Cash Cow which revolutionized the American Revolution: 


=— 
The story of a famine that killed ten million Indians, and Britain's grip on the New World 





Thomas Garrawau's coffee house was one of many that lined a street in the city of London called Change 
Alley. A bustling financial district crawling with stock jobbers, ship chandlers, and goldsmiths, Change Alley 
was never out of action. Its coffee houses serued as the preferred stock-trading hotspots, for there was no 
formal stock exchange those days. Of these, three were of particular tmport — Lloyd's, Jonathan's, and 
Garrawau's. Lloyd's later evolved into the Lloyd's Register and Jonathan's ts where the trading of shares first 
commenced. Garraway's Coffee-House matters to our story. 


Sometime toward the end of the 1660s, Thomas Garraway put out an aduertisement inuiting "All Persons of 
Eminence and Quality" to his coffee house to buy a brand new kind of beverage from China at sixty shillings 
a pound. This was a game-changer. The musterious elixir from the Orient was meant to cure everything from 
insomnia to anorexia, and from lethargy to feuer. 

‘ That elixir was tea. 


Given its novelty, the commodity was imported in tiny quantities at the time. In 1664, for instance, the East 
India Company brought home only a shade over two pounds of it. The entire consignment was given away as 
political presents. Garrawau's is credited as the first retail seller of tea and the enterprise proved extremely 
successful. In less than a century, England would go from coffee to tea. One business made all the money — 
The East India Company. Given its monopoly ouer all British trades in the region, every ounce of tea that hit 
British shores came on Companu's ships. When Britain entered the eighteenth century, tt was consuming well 
over 45 tons of tea a year. That was just Britain. A whole new market awaited exploitation elsewhere, 
thanks to the East India Company's western counterpart, the Virginia Company. The colonizers in the New 
' World were slow to adopt tea. Life in America was more demanding than in Europe and tea was an 
expensive commodity. Some of the early adopters were wealthy plantation magnates and merchants of 
South Carolina, Virginia, New York, Philadelphia, and Boston. But this changed ouer the years. By the mid- 
1700s, the average American was guzzling over 120 cups a year. 





Sure, all this made the East India Company obscenely rich, but not as much as one would expect. On paper, 
their monopoly was intact and no tea was reaching England in a boat that wasn't theirs. But the reality was 
slightly different. There were other players in the arena — smugglers. The Company was spending one 
shilling for a pound of tea tn Canton and selling it for about five. But tt didn't make three shillings in profits, 
for two went in taxes. So that left them with barely two shillings tn net profits. It was twice the investment 
but still not a whole lot. They couldn't raise the price beyond four shillings. But tea was much cheaper tn 
~ Amsterdam and Paris. This meant opportunity; tf you could somehow manage to bypass the Company, buy 
tea from one of these cities, and get it directly into the coffee houses of London. If you did all this without 
paying any taxes, which is the most likely scenario, you made at the very least, three shillings to a pound. 
Soon, almost half of all tea in England was smuggled and the Company could do nothing about tt. But 
smuggling wasn't just a European problem. America had its share of undercutting thanks to the "Pirates of 
the Caribbean." A bigger share, since Americans, being relatively poorer and less discerning as tea 
connoisseurs, consumed a cheaper kind than their British counterparts. Here, nearly 90 percent of all tea was 


» smuggled. The Company bled. 
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The Cash Cow which revolutionized the American Revolution: 


=— 
The story of a famine that killed ten million Indians, and Britain's grip on the New World 





By this time, having shown the door to the Dutch in the 1674 Treaty of Westminster after the Third Anglo- 
Dutch War, Britain had long consolidated tts hold on the New World. India being the jewel in tts crown, 
America was the quintessential cornucopia of fur, tobacco, sugar, and lots more. But smuggling was still a 
big problem. The problem only compounded by the middle of the eighteenth century when Europe broke into 
what one could truly call the first world war tn the most technical sense of the term. Just like the more 
widely-Rnown First World War of 1914, this one also started in Austria — with the death of a royal. The year 
was 1740. 


Back then, Austria was part of the Holy Roman Empire ruled by the House of Habsburg. At the helm of this 
dynasty was Emperor Charles VI. When he died in 1740, he didn't leave a desirable legacy behind. The dead 
Ring only had a daughter, Maria Theresa Walburga Amalia Christina, and no sons. Some supported the 
young princess, and some didn't. The two sides went to war. Maria eventually got her crown, but the war 
lasted almost a decade and changed history in more ways than possible to speculate. On one side were those 
that liked her — Britain, Hanover, and the Netherlands, collectively the Pragmatic Allies. On the other were 
those that didn't — France, Prussia, and Bavaria. But the canuas stretched way beyond Europe. 


In America, the engagement came to be known as King George's War and was fought between Britain and 
France. Here, the Colonists and the British, technically both British, teamed up in the summer of 1745 to lay 
siege to and capture Louisbourg, a French outpost in today’s Noua Scotia. The French tried real hard to 
recouer their losses for almost a year but gave up after losing a commander and many men to bad weather 


and disease. But since losses must be compensated, they looked elsewhere. An opportunity showed up in 


India. The British had a small, weaklu- fortified garrison at Madras back then. On September 4, 1746, officer 
Bertrand-Frangois Mahé de La Bourdonnais led a naval squadron to Madras. The first step was a blockade of 
the port. In less than a week, the garrison surrendered. Madras fell into French hands. This was the first 
milestone in the Indian theatre of the War of Austrian Succession. On October 18, 1778, Britain, France, and 
the Netherlands signed the Treaty of Atx-la-Chapelle (today, Aachen tn Germany) putting an end to the 
conflict. Finally, Europe was at peace! 

Or, was it? 


Less than six years after the signing, the two were at each other's throats again, this time entirely tn 
America. But the French weren't Britain's only problem. Their troubles came from within. The Colonists who 
had wagered life and limb on the heroic capture of Fortress Louisbourg weren't particularly happy about the 
treaty. It undid all their efforts by returning the outpost to the French. Although this didn't have any 
immediate impact, cracks had begun to appear between the Colonists and their British compatriots. 


Meanwhile, both Britain and France entered a new race — the race fo colonize the Great Lakes and the Ohio 
Valley. Whoever owned the waters, owned the commerce. The maneuvers were fierce and aggressive. This 
led to the French and Indian War of 1754, which lasted almost a decade. It drove the wedge further between 
the British and the Colonists. Wars are expensive and this one was prohibitively so. The war destroyed 


» Britain's economy. Wars basically cost two resources — men and money. Since the venue was across the 
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The Cash Cow which revolutionized the American Revolution: 


=— 
The story of a famine that killed ten million Indians, and Britain's grip on the New World 





Atlantic, logistics were a challenge. William Pitt the Elder, the British Paymaster of the Forces, came up with 
a viable solution. Money being more portable than people, he decided to recruit fighters from amongst the 
Colonists and ship money from England. This made logistical sense. 


Now, the Colonists weren't just British. These were men from all kinds of backgrounds. There were Swedes, 
Germans, Irish, and Dutch. They all fought as one against a common tmmediate adversary, the French. This 
helped forge something unique — A distinct American identity. Many young men were trained by officers of 
the British army to fight against the French. Among them was a young George Washington. This war ended 
in crushing defeat for the French with the signing of the 1763 Treaty of Paris. The victory was hard-earned 
and celebrated tn both Britain and America. But the euphoria didn't last. Within years, the rift between the 
Colonists and the British became prominent. This was primarily over whose role was decisive in the war's 
outcome. The former felt tt was their men who lay their lives in the battlefields; the latter felt it was their 
hard-earned money that bankrolled the whole enterprise. Being one of the most heauily taxed people in 
Europe, the British were right tn feeling the way they did. The Colonists at the time were barely taxed. There 
was a sound reason for this tax disparity though. After India, British America was the Empire's biggest cash 
cow accounting for nearly 40 percent of its GDP. So, low taxation was just a means to keep them from 
rebelling. But the auerage British resented this. This problem was further compounded by the absolute 
ruination of the British economy thanks to the series of expensive wars it fought over the years. 


In 1769, a mere six years after the Treaty of Paris, Bengal was uisited by a famine that claimed between two 


and ten million lives in the space of two years. It all started with one failed monsoon which the British 


administrators didn't take seriously. Instead of stocking up on food supplies for the famine ahead, they 
resorted to brutal tax terrorism. And if the famine weren't enough, there was small-pox. The epidemic itself 
claimed more than half a million lives including a Nawab. Large parts of Bengal suffered depopulation as 
people started abandoning farms. Many took to a life of crime out of desperation and Bengal became a 
hunting ground for thugs and bandits. This famine would serve as the turning point in the story of America, 
half a world away. It drove the East India Company to near insolvency. As a bailout, the British Parliament 
made it a loan of £1.5 million (£270 million tn today's money) and an absolute monopoly to sell tea in British 
American. Besides exempting tt from all taxation. This bailout came codified as the Tea Act of 1773, and tf the 
entire American Revolution were to be pinned on one unambiguous flashpoint, this was it. 


- All tea came from China even though Assam grew tts own too. What this means is that while the British just 


took commodities from India like cotton and spices, tea from China had to be bought with silver. Most of this 
siluer came from selling what was taken from India. That's what made the Bengal Famine particularly 
devastating for the Empire. When land revenues fell, the East India Company resorted to inhuman means to 
Squeeze out whatever it could from whatever remained. These were desperate times as the Company 
struggled to pay dividends to its shareholders. India was exploited to absurd lengths. But there's only so 


~ much a famine-struck nation could yield, and that's when the Company has to be bailed out. 
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The Cash Cow which revolutionized the American Revolution: 
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The stories of Company excesses in India eventually reached America. They learned all about how poor 
farmers were driven to death to keep the Company financially afloat. And they loathed it. If that could 
happen to India, it could also happen to them! Remember how 90% of all tea entering the American markets 
was smuggled? Well, the Tea Act put them out of business. It exempted the East India Company from any 
taxation besides giving it a monopoly over the commodity's trade anywhere in the world. East India 
Company was a global villain now, one that rallied bitter sentiments on two opposite ends of the world. 
Pamphlets condemning Company actions went up all over British America. The humble herb from China 
bought with spoils from India was about to dictate the course of British and American history. Tea was now 
an active symbol of oppression and tax terrorism. The Boston Tea Party was not exactly a feast, as the name 
suggests. It was a symbol. An unofficial inauguration of America's defiance. The Boston Tea Party wasn't an 
isolated event. 


Remember the First Carnatic War that ended the War of Austrian Succession? Eight years later, it was 
followed by a second. This one was India's — more specifically, Hyderabad's — own war of succession. The 
Nizam had died, and the throne had become a bone of contention between his son and his nephew. One had 
support from the British, the other from the French. It became a proxy war between the two European 
powers. The end of this war in 1763 coincided with the end of the French and Indian War on the other side of 
the globe. And just when the British and the French slugged tt out with each other through proxies, a man 
named Huder Ali rose into prominence. Ali entered the Second Carnatic War as a Sepou, and before it ended, 
he was on the throne of Mysore. The French had a role to play in his stellar ascent and Ali never forgot that. 
This placed him perpetually at odds with the British East India Companu. France's association with Ali was 


"part of a bigger plan. We've already seen how the French and Indian War broke Britain's economy. But it also 


broke the French. To remedy this, Louts XV needed friends. So he set out to build a global network of allies. 
The idea was to bleed Britain through a million paper cuts, in this case, proxy wars. One such ally was Alt. 


Now, although all ground engagements were off, the waters remained British. The Americans needed money 
that could only come from international commerce. Commerce that could only happen through tts harbors. 
These harbors were still under an impenetrable British blockade. That changed on April 8, 1782. Philadelphia 
merchants were losing many ships to the Royal Nauy and Crown privateers waiting in ambush at the mouth 
of Delaware Bay near Cape Mau. So, they agreed to put together a fund to buy a sloop, a small square- 
rigged sailboat with two or three masts, and rig tt up for battle. They named it Huder Ally and put tt under 
the command of a 23-year-old Captain Joshua Barney. On April 8, 1782, Captain Barney commanded Huder 


_ Ally tnto the Delaware Bay to take on a much larger and heauily-armored British vessel, HMS General Monk. 


What Captain Barney scored that day was America's first naval victory against what was then the world's 
most formidable nauy. Philadelphia celebrated this with parades and ballads to Ali in the streets. Ali 
succumbed to cancer while fighting the British later that year. On September 3, 1783, facilitated by France, 
the two belligerents signed a Treaty of Paris recognizing the United States of America as a souereign nation. 
Yes, that's the actual date of American independence — September 3, 1783, not July 4, 1776. So, this was the 
story of how India helped shape America's destiny. A story that started with tea and ended with Huder Ali, a 





» Muslim king who once died fighting the British Empire. 
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Jay Jagannath, Jagannath Puri Temple, Odisha 
Byanjana Dwadashi 


Ps Lekhant Sebaka 


Content provided by T.K.V. Karuna 
e.mail id: tkukaruna@gmail.com 


In an extravagant affair, as many as 555 dishes 
are offered to the deities of Lord Jagannath, 
Balabhadra and Deui Subhadra on the occasion 
of Byanjan Dwadashi at the Gourabihar mutt in 
Odisha’s holy town Puri. 





Byanjana Dwadashi: 

Byanjan Dwadashi ts observed on the 12th day of the bright lunar phase of the month of Margashira of the 
Hindu calendar. It is believed that on this day Mother Yasoda used to prepare hundreds of dishes for Lord 
Krishna. 


“Hundreds of devotees of Lord Jagannath come together and prepare these dishes at the mutt. 555 dishes are 
prepared and offered to Lord Jagannath and his siblings as well as Radha and Krishna. The dishes included a 
number of preparations made of rice, pulses and vegetables. After offering the dishes to the deities, tt is 
serued to the devotees”. 
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Ancient Cultural Site in India: 


Bilt Betta, near Markandeya Hill, Vokkaleri, Kolar District, Karnataka 
4 


»~ Kusal 


Hello everyone... My first article on this magazine starting with an unknown historic site... Everyone has 
heard about Markandeya Hill in Vokkaleri. But this hill ts just nearby to Markandeya Hill, Rnown as Bili 
Betta (meaning white hill). 


Bilt Betta ts located near Markandeya Hill, Vokkaleri, Kolar District, Karnataka. Bili Betta is related to the 
Ramayana epic. The author of Ramayana, Rishi Valmiki had conducted his routine rituals here. With the help 
of ashes from the ritual he conducted (Yagna), Rishi Valmiki drew a picture of Lord Anjaneyaswamy on the 
rock located there. This picture is said to have developed into an idol by the rishit's penance and yagna. 


Currently, there is Anjaneyaswamy Temple located on the hill. The idol is believed to be more than 6000 


years old. “se 
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There are two water retaining sites @imm le hill named Rama theertha and Lakshmana theertha. The ere | n 
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AFIUNCWWICZONAG owl ujTsCwsFoijyor Gentoo HAGCo) wa Mwdons, CHa 
QUGOTLOGOT GICTM ATFGHIHG, AWADHI) crosrm Play) darts ASTLBGAMAMY. ech 
FLOWILO LIMTOUT\-LIPCWOFOUTOHW HAOUTHOM Qh HHHAMCHHDIO HHIDSIUNCHHACUTH! AG 
LIMGHOUDAGT OUIQGANod OS 5D) CHMCHAAHON, HIOVT WIHHD\CV SHTCouPuNev owmHiroorto 
AFWIFIONG AMO HOcmIULO SNAG UHH. HoZSoT Corovtiqgui OJ mIdsowr 
, CTOVOVITOUMODMUILD HHH FFOUTOOT, CLOGYILD aM ovitoo4rty: 


"DUOADG MHATTor ATONPUuNed HITQo#xnreyiw, SNAHHTEYIW, AHoMowt LIHH\UYL oor 
GAHM LATO ABC AHAOOTJUNCY HMGNTW, HYPUILIGVTLO GIFWIDMOYLW clcvevt LITOMBISGMHLW 
ONG), LJovotoostlwiLo HAI GW. Qs5oor Honjpaomod BHIEAG FWOWMo cwHAvMmISGMHLWO 
QHHADGHM GN. Hlono1HHOOH HHO FlHSTWooMwMor BtCoipuilosr GlucdhonwWcnus 
Gorey |0  GFtevdlCGmMoxr CHSen" clooImMty. AcCWOICOS WTS QewWwds CHT MIDI wW 
ANFFHIT WHIMDTZVTEHNOU, (IPoMNouyssonr, NFTUIFAHHOTH HIOVMT WTHHAlOv STON PUN 
HT MQ ON] O1TFOlF TooTooTT TANT. 
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HTON 2 (HOUTEN HOT: 

HTCOMITONT COTM AJFOT, HOIHAGU YS UTHDIUIW MovevutiHsToOd TWOWMTonMois 
GNSS HUW GHFwH tor. igwwortoitotouy, "“2otSGU YHST wiTHSSIWLO 
QOootont_Liiayw, 2H GLHOOHOOU HGMASADSICMoor" oloorm| FaM\, Hoo WostHHTev eh 
CLIGIOT GIPHOMOHOOUI 2 GOLD BDoOIoNrw BMonsgIT. HICoij) oroorm Gluiwplov 
AIG GUCMITHA ALIGILIGO, HGHHA HGNIOUCHGN Coedtligds HOI GClFWIWIGVMoorTer. 
LNoorooty, ADOWHSIW (Pomloucn7ys Hott HICouPustosoicw, QoiGy Hood) Wovortoeniy 
HOUT COTM) MHlomowiHH!, COTUMTUPHIT oom GUUCGLor Boing Fl(HwWooo4rio 
AFWIAHIADASMTSOTL oto, Hover ONCHUOIWuIgew, HS) CHUWTS, UM HdISOHSAGW 
WONFTACHAGO QGMULL UNTUBACHCM MHADOIL, CWMTrHn5ond5 BDIONADAYW wom 
AWFLWTHS HB(LPLOTM, AHOWHW Plaga) BM HemMoornsy. 


HIOVISA AHATCouPuNosr MHIFAOcHVACM  VoiGloimtoosrmiwW  Lyooorovslus HyHBWMGL. 
ADIGYIGTCMT LOGITOVAGM GTOVGVITLD CIOUCHHAGMT. HAHGMMTOVIH MT 2 cvs layiortowt Lyood, HA\Hornr 
AMCHHHIW HICVT WIHHHIOV STCOUPUNGd MH Tig, WHACT HOISBOMLW HoOnJHS LIMO 
HOOMAGHCMTA H(LPON L]ootl LOG) corm oor. 
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HIT LWTHHDIOD SHTCouPuNor HITHUCUTACM, HBWIACWT GHGHWUSDlorromjgujywo CryHAI, 
CLPGTM! CAMTg B2MONGNSoncotujL HOOLHCSMMIS MISO. Beret witdHdsd\ov 
A|ATCOUPUNGD MHIJTg, UPOICowITsCHHAG NAHITL6DO2 GQFWH!) DBoWoewsH Toor, I,ooL 
HTOML HOMNHAH TOV NFHHACMT WHMUPHH OUMPHHIOITTHONW. ONPG, D,UJor, 
MCITHDIWLW, QFTOVOIGCTLO, AVON, QITLPONGVY FHL CTO CTOVEVITLD DL_(GHGILOGSTM) FHlovitd 
HMTCOUP) LOB MTHLOVILO FnM11 51M HI. 


IMD), ROOL, HOO CTOSTSD)ILO CLIPSITN| ATHABIACHCMTUL HOMCMAHCS STON, FHTETO 
HTOV(ILPLO QEMOMONGST MHIMTTMTUGOGNosr DIHONIQoOUIT HLON OicoImHIGL HTCoupuloor 
CLINMILD GILICHODLOUILD HOIEON ATMMHI. HL_FlovtlHHond oko! CUTMMUUIGW SCMUNAG 
GlLiTostooN, ONAIFWLLOHOS,  BAovuitovil, Frogs tulloN, ‘Solute  HsyHHCHiU, 
D2 COUTUCUIPHIT, HOMTFTOWUITLOT, GWUFLOUO GIGVGVGHEN, ONGdT(HLOTEMUI, Bas TooNLOMS IT, 
HHAGCONIHE TONG GIST LIGD GMLIWIT SOM 2_GTorntGor. 


HATCOUMUNGY HIGVT GWHMTTW GFW! CUJIBAHAHIHOOT OULPIUILL HoT LIGHT FHI G0)! 
WHTITBT UAPWOOT YHATONTH AOLHHW; ATF, HIGVT CWMHMIwW ClFW I 
CUIJTMAHB HHL QUICHWTEOEMT THIGH! AUDTTOHO LOGTLO LPH Moor orootm) LyTMooorro 
For) 5>\0 551. 
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(IPJON (PHM AAJAOON HPFSHIO WHT MaynaniolMmG uniHjlw "oijomsass\ 
CTaAUL CUuTSS, ATCoupuNod BuvIGE) WIHW HIS FHTHSIWGOM! HiCvT owmHtoo»rto 
AFWIDI, CHTAPW HHAUIGUMMNT olootmM! Hioviwd HiCoip) wWamHuwHwUILoO Fmm1H1M9 51. 
ZOUDOTH I,o01(HLO BUUF) WT DHOTOUTOMOFWIM! BHATCHZAN SICoPUNe MHhIMIg 
LDWAAGOMT HoWGN LO HOOJHH LIMTCUMIDBSHOML CLIT dB OlS TOMS MTOM oroorLs I) LI MTOVOTLO. 


SLILIF) (IPH CHI) HHGFASAG AHAHAIAMoot SHUUTTWDHAIoOMuUNGYW, Qyooortougy| 
HITLOOS GCUITMISWO DWT WoTLUW LigsHiomomulealw, Hon.) CHS lUWIoorm| 
LOUNGTHIHICOM HHDISD HALLSDIOIW WP(PSGU CUMTL Couoot1GHw olostuidy| WHHL. 
HOOVASTCOM), FMTOYTW, CW/PHSLLW, IMAHUIUTTWHHICNNM, HHonors stoc, 
FLIDBGUWDHIMTGNTL, DICHEOOMUTM!, YOPLITPOOTUILO, DMHFFTWISDSTIG, FD(HCloicvIs 1, 
LOUNGTHIHICOM, GWOUCHMTEow, SAHoNcoL_wHHTT HOW HiCou HISHIoOMAoM 
HIGUT WTHHAHV MHITTL FIM HOO OWT H(HHLILI(HS\ oot Moor. 


Hits BHATCo owHtormd Gewueijsort, AGCopl MHHSGU Lyonz2 Glew 
CULPILIGHOUDIL GOT, AHA ATFOTO QHHSIN ADMG lJ ONTTHHI, ACO QOVWOIHAI 
CUGDITHI(G OU | LICDTEDONU LIGVGST HCHO. HATCH HonguNov CHTOTHMT Lpon2z GFW Tov 
CLOGdTCLOGYILD LYONS DAI Gw. Hiot SAtICoi) owmHrorw GClswujwipor IBG®Hd 
LICTTANIDTACHSM GABMTOVT(h GCNUMHMTET CMWMHIDBCVLILO GFWHIAA Moody! F1M1HHI. 
(IPIQUITHOUTAHOM DLP GdML_ CUCCVTHIOOS FaN)\ HICUT OWHMTOWLO OF WIG! 2 FHL. 
"DIBDICDEF UNMLPCool ooFou 
~ STS ITOUS! FITOVOU, 
\ A of fe Abs BTCOuF 
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Jay Jagannath, Jagannath Puri Temple, Odisha 





Facts about Shape of the Deities at Puri Temple 


y A 


Fr 


When Lord Shri Krishna died of penetration of an 
arrow thrown by Jara Shabara (the tribal chief) His 
body was cremated near the sea (now Rnown as 
Swarga Dwara) but the Naval portion (Nabhi 
Manadala) did not burn. Hence, that was floated in 
the sea. 


After that Kali Yuga started and the thrown away 
portion reached Puri in shape of Daru or Wood log 
according to Rig Veda. 


Then king Indradyumna was directed through a 
dream (Swapnadesha) to fetch the Daru for worship 


in a temple. The king wanted to prepare the images 









of trinity through the services of the Biswakarma 
(the Deuine carpenter). 


Biswakarma agreed to the service in the condition 
that he would be allowed to work in a closed room 
for 21 days and the door should not be opened before 
the stipulated time. 


One day the King, provoked by the queen became 
curious to verify the fact as there was no sound after 
some daus. 


Surprisingly the King discovered the carpenter 
absent in the locked room leauing the idols half 


Jay Jagannath, Jagannath Puri Temple, Odisha 
Facts about Shape of the Deities at Puri Temple 
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built, half made. 


King Indradyumna cursed himself and the queen for 
this act and became disheartened. Then suddenly he 
heard the voice of the Almighty (Sunya Bani) that | 
muself wished to be in this shape in Kaliyuga. 


After many vears according to Madala Panji (record 
of Rights), Rakta Bahu attacked Puri Jagannath 
temple. So during that time, the Sebayats had 
carried away the tmages of the deities to a city 
called Sonepur and hide tt there by burying it 
underground. (Pattali Leela) 


King Jajati Keshari of Somavansh Dynasty had 
brought the deities back from Sonepur after 144 
years and built the new Idols according to classical 
principles and the Brahma Transformation was also 
done. 
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Rathayatra 
It may be concluded that the first Nabakalebara 
(Replacement of old idols with new ones) had been 
performed in the tenth century. Though it's a very 
old and ancient tradition, unfortunately records 
have been lost or not Rept about Nabakalebara ouer 
many centuries. 


As per the uerifiable records to be found in the 
Jagannath Temple, the first Nabakalebara had been 
performed in 1574. 


History has remained silent regarding the maiden 
commencement of Nabakalebara and as such there ts 
no consensus among historians and scholars. 





Ancient Cultural Temple in India: 


Tunganathji Temple, Rudraprayag district, India 
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feet. 


The temple lies about 2 km below the Chandrashila Peak (12,106 ft)). From the top of this peak, picturesque 
views of the Himalayan range comprising snow peaks of Nanda Deui, Panch Chulli, Banderpoonch, 
NC-XoCora aloud s pum @alelvicaalelan|slemmmn(<-1iccolainamme)amme) ¢(-mmiCe(-emmelaleM@maal-MmerelaalelrelMmOrelAl-1U Mme) a Mmael-Mme)o)slel-1un-mmi(e(-mael0i Ke Mm ol 
witnessed. 


The valley between Chopta and Tunganath temple has wooded hills with rich alpine meadows with 
rd arexeCoXe(-Jalelae)aMmelalemmece | (abl NaelcelMmy ii KeCmmm Malm aaloreCore(lalelcolal eum la mm ieliamolkecelrommeligtalemmyCelgaammmelty olKelUMmelaraantale, 
colours. 
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The Cultural Conquest: 


Fhe Story of The God's Own Country / Kerala 7 
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In July 1497 when Vasco da Gama set sail for India, King Manuel of Portugal assorted a distinctly expendable 
crew of convicts and criminals to go with him. After all, the prospects of this voyage succeeding were rather 
slender considering that no European had ever aduanced beyond Africa’s Cape of Good Hope before, let 
alone reached the fabled spice gardens of India. Da Gama’s mirthless quest was essentially to navigate 
uncharted, perilous waters, and so it seemed wiser to tnuest in men whose chances in life were not 
especially more inspiring than in death. Driven by formidable ambition and undaunted spirit, it took Da 
Gama ten whole months, full of dangerous adventures and gripping episodes, to finally hit India’s shores. It 
was the dawn of a great new epoch in human history and this pioneer knew he was standing at the very 
brink of greatness. Prudence and experience, however, dictated that tn an unknown land tt was probably 
wiser not to enter all at once. So one of his motley crew was selected to swim ashore and sense the mood of 
the ‘natives’ there before the captain could make his triumphant, choreographed entrance. And thus, 
ironically, the first modern European to sail all the way from the West and to set foot on Indian soil was a 
petty criminal from the gutters of Lisbon. 


For centuries Europe had been barred direct access to the prosperous East, first politically when 
international trade fell into Arab hands in the third century after Christ, and then when the emergence of 
Islam erected a religious obstacle in the seventh. Fruttless wars and bloodshed followed, but not since the 
heyday of the Greeks and Romans had the West enjoyed steady contact with India. Spices and other 
oriental produce regularly reached the hungry capitals of Europe, but so much was the distance, cultural 
and geographic, that Asia became a sumptuous cocktail of myth and legend in Western imagination. But 
perhaps the most inuiting of all these splendid tales was that lost somewhere tn India was an ancient nation 
of Christians ruled by a sovereign whose name, it was confidently proclaimed, was Prester John. It was 
long believed that there lived in Asia a prestre (priest) called John who, through an eternal fountain of 
youth, had become the immortal emperor of many mustical lands. Pope Alexander III was still conuinced of 
the presence of lost Christians there, egged on by religious fervor and the commercial tncentives of breaching 
the monopolized spice trade. If Da Gama and his men, weighed down by centuries of collective European 
curtosity and imagination, anticipated the legendary Prester as they stepped on to the shores of Kerala in 
India, they were somewhat disappointed. For when enuoys of the local Ring arrived, they came bearing 
summons from Manauikrama, a Hindu Rajah famed across the'trading world as the Zamorin of Calicut. This 
prince was the proud lord of one of the greatest ports tn the world and a cornerstone of international trade; 
even goods from the Far East were shipped to Calicut first before the Arabs transported them out to Persia 
and Europe. 
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The Portuguese got off to a more promising start. But their enthusiasm waned when they realized that 
demand for European goods continued to be feeble at best. In the spice auctions too, wealthy Arabs 
consistently outbid them and Cabral’s ships were not filling up as expected. Cabral had realized by now that 
there was no way he could trade in this city so long as the Arabs held sway. He decided, in what was a 
calculated move, therefore, to sail south into an alternative harbor and try his luck there. And this was the 
port of Cochin in the south, held by a Rajah called Unni Goda Varma. This prince was a dynastic descendant 
of the Chera kings of yore and possessed a pedigree and caste superior to that of the haughty Zamorin. 
When Cabral’s ships appeared by his shores, the Rajah received them with open arms, magnanimously 
granting several trade privileges and much pepper. 


For quite some time the Portuguese repeated the exercise of harassing Calicut from a distance, sailing out to 
Cochin to load their ships, and then fleeing the moment the Zamorin’s forces arrived to face them. In 1502, 
for instance, da Gama _ himself returned and irrevocably upped the ante by not only looting Arab ships in 
the vicinity of Calicut, but also sinking a vessel full of pilgrims returning from Mecca, including women and 
children. It was only after the arrival of other Europeans in India that the Zamorin was finally able to expel 
the Portuguese from Kerala. In 1663, in alliance with the Dutch, he mounted his strongest campaign ever 
and together they conquered Cochin. 


By the end of the seventeenth century, Calicut’s pre-eminence tn Kerala lay in complete shambles and the 
Zamorin’s influence was at its lowest ebb. As the traveler Jacobus Visscher noted, his splendor had been 
‘considerably diminished’ by war and it was ‘quite a fiction’ to claim he was the leader of all Kerala now. 
The Kolathiri Rajah in Cannanore, who ruled over the northern extremity of the coast, was now completely 
independent;-in central Kerala the Rajah of Cochin remained safe under Dutch assurances; and further 
south, whatever distant standing the Zamorin commanded came to naught. At the turn of the eighteenth 
century, Kerala’s last great age before the aduent of the colonial era was inching towards a traumatic 
conclusion. Calicut’s glory, built through a dynamic partnership between its cultivated Hindu princes and 
Spirtted Muslim merchants, characterized by an equally sophisticated internationalism, was reduced to a 
wistful memoru. 


There is no place in all India where contentment is more universal than at Calicut, both on account of the 
fertility and beauty of the country and of the inter-course with the men of all religions who live there in free 
exercise of their own religion. It ts the busiest and most full of all traffic and commerce in the whole of 
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India; it has merchants from all parts of the world, and of all nations and religions, by reason of the liberty 
and security accorded to them there. 


The eighteenth century revealed a Kerala that was only a shadow of its former greatness, a civilization 
devastated by internal tumult and external assault. It would never regain its former stature in the world, 
and another brutal century would pass before even a semblance of peace was restored in the region. And 
this was achieved not through the wise endeavors of tts quarrelling princes, but by the superior forces of 
powers foreign to the land. Marching in by land and from sea, they would brush aside the wreckage of the 
past and painfully initiate Kerala into the modern age, defining the land as we see it today. 


In these kingdoms... there is another sect of people called Nairs, who are the gentru, and have no other duty 
than to carry on war, and they continually carry their arms with them, which are swords, bows, arrows, 
bucklers, and lances. They all live with the kings, and some of them with other lords, relations of the Ring, 
and lords of the country, and with the salaried governors... And no one can be a Nair if he is not of good 
lineage. They are very smart men, and much taken up with their nobility. They do not associate with any 
peasant, and neither eat nor drink except tn the houses of other Nairs. These people accompany their lords 
day and night... These Nairs, besides being all of noble descent, have to be armed as knights by the hand of 
the King or lord with whom they live, and until they have been so equipped they cannot bear arms or call 
themselves Natrs. 


In 1766, Kerala was unexpectedly drenched in war and blood as the dreaded armies of Hyder Ali of Mysore 
rained death on the Zamorin and his hapless aristocracy. The Muslim king pillaged and plundered, 
unleashing such formidable chaos that the Zamorin was compelled to send even his own women and 
children south as broken refugees. As the marauders gained on his ancestral seat in Calicut, Manavikrama’s 
heir, by his own hand, set fire to the palace where his ancestors once sat tn state and lorded over the riches 
of their trade. And while the last of the great Zamorins of Calicut perished, thus, in tnglorious flames, his 
feudatories and generals fled en masse, abandoning Kerala to the fiery ambitions of tts inuaders. In 1752, 
shortly before the last Zamorin was toppled in Calicut, a hitherto forgotten dynasty made a thunderous 
reappearance upon the political landscape of Kerala. In the early eighteenth century, however, this house, 
Rnown as Kupaka, was to experience such a wonderful resurgence that all Kerala sat up and took notice. 
They had carved up the south into small principalities among their various offshoots, with the extreme 
south in the hands of the Rajah of Travancore. 
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lt was a prince of Travancore by the now-hallowed name of Martanda Varma who achieved the dramatic 
revitalization of the Kupaka dynasty, resurrecting their former pride and standing. Born tn 1706, he was, tn 
the words of a contemporary, a ‘man of great pride, courage, and talents, capable of undertaking grand 
enterprises’. 


Even before he succeeded to the throne, he was thoroughly despised by the most powerful clique in 
Travancore. Known as the Ettuveetil Pillamar (Lords of the Eight Houses), these Nairs had for long harassed 
the royal family and tamed the king into spectacular tmpotence. They whimsically played one branch of the 
Kupaka clan against the other, keeping tts princes forever at war while reaping all the rewards of the 
attendant lawlessness. The Rajahs were unable to retaliate, as custom precluded fealty to any one king 
alone, and the Nairs were free to make or break their promiscuous allegiances as they pleased. Upon his 
accession, Martanda Varma, as a confirmed enemy of the aristocracy, sent a chilling message across Kerala, 
showing himself capable of not only breaching age-old mandates of tradition, but also of exercising 
ruthless force to satisfy his ambitions. He set an eerie example, for instance, by slaughtering his own 
cousins in cold blood when they refused to fall in line with him. 


Ouer the next two decades, Martanda Varma unleashed a formidable military campaign in south Kerala. He 
first went to war against his uncle who ruled Quilon. Having annexed his territories and acquired the old 
port, he moved to conquer other branches of the Kupaka dynasty. 


The fortunes of Kerala’s last prominent princely line were inextricably intertwined in an umbilical bond with 
the fate of the tmperial enterprise in India. So long as the sun did not set on the British Empire, Travancore 
would endure. During the 1920s the stormy fortunes of the five million subjects of the state were entrusted 
into the misleadingly gentle hands of a female monarch, destined to go down tn history as the penultimate 
ruler of Travancore and the last queen of the Kupaka dynasty and tts Throne. She presided over the state 
during a most critical period, seruing her people with considerable ability even as she watched her dynasty 
Suffer inevitable strategic attacks outside while crumbling with dissent within. And when the final moment 
of reckoning came in 1947 and Travancore faded before a greater idea of India, she renounced her illustrious 
(and frequently violent) heritage and effaced . herself fromthe land of her ancestors, as an ultimate 
romantic emblem of a Kerala that once was. Years later this last heiress of Martanda Varma’s line would die 
faraway from the kingdom she once ruled, concluding with a tragic dignity a story that had begun 
generations before. 
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People & Culture: 
The Dusshera festival of Kulasekarapattinam 


~_ Purushoth Appu 


The beautiful coastal village of Kulasekarapattinam is just situated 15 kilometers 
from Thiruchendur in Tuticorin district in Tamil Nadu. This place owes its popularity 
to the Dusshera festival conducted tn the Mutharamman Temple in the same village. 
Vartous people from the nearby villages and from rest of the state pour into this 
seaside village just to see the devotees of this temple dress up in different costumes 
during the pooja and auspicious offerings to the goddess. 


The Dusshera festival usually spans for 10 days during the month of "Purattast’. 
Howeuer it begins 40 days earlier in Mutharamman Temple with the hoisting of the 
temple flag. The devotees immediately start obseruing fasts and they also tie holy 
threads tn the arms. The decision on the choice of costume (different Kalis) and their 
colour entirely depends on the priests aduice or through astragalomancy or couwries. 
They believe tn dressing up as Kalis for three consecutive years for the fulfilment of 
their wishes. Three days prior to the festival, they dress up as the Goddess; go 
around uillage to beg and also to offer their astragalomancy to others. It is a custom 
to believe that the goddess herself has come tn the form of these devotees. The 
money collected through this process ts directly offered to Goddess Durga. 


There goes a lot of procedure and rules to the people dressing up. People from 
different village are separated into groups or sets. Only the person dressed up as the 
‘Kalt' tn that group is considered to be important and as the leader. The others take 
up the roles of other deities like Lord Shiva, Vinayaga, Murugan, Krishna, Hanuman, 
Sudalat Madam and euen the roles like policemen, women and kings. 
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1 Sudarsane People & Culture: 


| ) / The Dusshera festival of Kulasekarapattinam 


~~ Purushoth Appu 


After forty hard days of fasting and celibacu, these devotees enter the village with 
reverence. After worshipping the goddess and after completing their offerings, they 
i SudARSANE are directed to the seashore where they put down their flaming pots and take a dip 
f rivwooos — in the sea to end their fasting. 
sercciceees THAD a ean 

: — On the midnight of Viiayadadami, the Mahishasurasamharam comes to an end with 
| Sudansang the Goddess slaying the demon named Majishasuran, which ts eagerly watched by 
| sTillprmee | thousands of people in the seashore. As a way celebrate this divine victory, the 
goddess ts taken around the village in her temple car. The next dau, she is given an 
Abhishekam with milk and the devotees end their fasts by remouing the holy thread 
in their hands. 


i< 
ie 
| 
[ The way in which the crowd silently watched the battle between the goddess and 
; the demon ts very surprising. The entire festival revolues around interesting small 
incidents. The people dressed up as policemen behave very humbly without any form 
of authoritativeness. The way people talk and react to those dressed up as beggars, 
is also very astonishing. Children do not fear those who are dressed up as terrible 
creatures and demons. The main reason is that these children get accustomed to 
seeing these different costumes ouer the course of ten days as part of the festival. 


This festiual that sees the onset of many people from across the country, got 
recognised for tts religious ualue and unity by the official channels like The India 
Book of Records and The Asia Book of Records. 
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By 
Purushoth Appu Mobile: 9884162526 
Writer & Travel Photographer e.mail id: purushothjune15@gmail.com 
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Goan Hinduism and Culture: 
Goa Temples 


Raghavan 


Goa is not just famous for their beaches but it's for their beautiful Hindu temples also. 
Hinduism ts the majority religion in Goa. Around 70% of the population of Goa ts Hindu. 


Most ancient temple of Goa is around 1200 vears old. 


Goan Hinduism has unique properties. Although Indian Goans and Hindus share most 
rituals. Traditions of Goan Hindus include festivals with processions wherein the deities 
are taken from the newly built temples in the Nova Conquistas to their original sites in the 
Velha Conquistas. 


Goan Hindus celebrate the Yatra of Shree Lord Shiva and Shree Goddess Shantadurga 
(Durga) besides those of other deities. The festival of Holt is called Shigmo in Goa and 
celebrated with gaiety. Chavath or Ganesh Chaturthi as it ts called by Goan Hindus ts a 
major festival in Goa. Diwali is celebrated with the lighting of the Deepams in the temples 
and with the burning of effigies of the evil demon Narakasur who was vanquished on the 
day before Diwali by Lord Krishna. 
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